CHAPTER IV
FRANCE, 911-1050
^ | ^HE French kingdom in the tenth and eleventh Weakm
I centuries presents a striking contrast with that ofofthe^
JL Germany. For the main current of European ^°^
history we have to look to Germany, which under the Saxon
kings became a powerful and a unified State. The kings of
France, though recognised as such from the Channel to the
Mediterranean and the Pyrenees, were far too weak to make
their kingdom a reality; when they attempted to play a
part on a larger stage, they were brushed aside by the German
kings, who excluded them from Lorraine and deprived them
of contact with the kingdoms of Burgundy and Italy. France
having no unity had no voice; its interests were local and it
was out of the main stream. The rapid growth of feudalism
in France was both a sign and a cause of weakness of royal
authority; the great nobles, who had taken the place of the
king in defending the country from invasion, ceased to be
royal functionaries and used the power they obtained for
their own and not for the kingdom's advancement. The
kings themselves, in order to provide for the military defence
of the country, united adjacent counties into a march or a
duchy; and the marquises and dukes were soon stronger
than the power which created them and were unwilling to
submit to its control. So France became divided into many
sections, and the confusion is the greater because these
sections, thus arbitrarily formed, had in themselves little
unity or permanence. There is rarely a racial bond to hold
a duchy together; the counties of which it was composed
struggled to separate themselves from ducal overlordship
and were often successful. The only thing permanent was
the vague recognition of royal authority in every section and
sub-section; this was the great asset monarchy possessed
and ultimately its salvation.
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